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SUBJECT: CABINET REACHES DECISION ON ANSWER TO THE 
"AMERICAN QUESTIONS" 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN TELEPHONED ME AT 1530 JUNE 18 WITH 
NEWS OF THE STATEMENT JUST APPROVED BY THE ISRAELI CABINET IN 
RESPONSE TO THE TWO QUESTIONS POSED TO HIM BY SECRETARY VANCE 
IN WASHINGTON. DAYAN SAID THE APPROVED FORMULATION WAS THAT PROPOS- 
ED BY BEGIN; BASED CLOSELY ON DAYAN S EARLIER DRAFT. THE FOUR 
DMC MINISTERS PUT FORWARD THEIR OWN PROPOSAL, SIMILAR 
ACCORDING TO DAYAN TO WEIZMAN'S EARLIER DRAFT IN ITS SPECIFIC 
REFERENCE TO A DECISION AFTER FIVE YEARS ON THE PERMANENT 
"STATUS OF THE AREA". "OFF THE RECORD" (PLEASE PROTECT*), 

DAYAN SAID THAT ALL OTHER CABINET MEMBERS EXCEPT WEIZMAN AND 
THE DMC SUPPORTED BEGIN'S PROPOSAL. WEIZMAN, HE SAID, WAS VERY 
ANGRY AND SUPPORTED NEITHER THE BEGIN NOR THE DMC DRAFT. (TWO 
DYSPEPTIC SENTENCES IN A SUBSEQUENT PHONE CALL FROM WEIZMAN 
AMPLY CONFIRMED DAYAN'S VERSION. 
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2. AS WILL BE APPARENT FROM TEXT BELOW. GOI STATEMENT IS 
TORTURED LINGUISTICALLY. THIS OBVIOUSLY REFLECTS BEGIN S RE- 
FUSAL TO MAKE EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO "STATUS OF THE TERRITORY", PER 
SE. DAYAN INSISTS, HOWEVER, THAT KEY 

PHRASE IN PARA II: "THE NATURE OF THE FUTURE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE PARTIES WILL BE CONSIDERED AND AGREED UPON AT THE SUGGESTION 
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OF ANY OF THE PARTIES. ", IS IN FACT FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENT FOR 
OUR SUGGESTED ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 1. THOUGH WORDS "PERM- 
ANENT" OR "DEFINITIVE" DO NOT APPEAR, DAYAN SAID THAT CABINET 
DECISION MEANS THE "PERMANENT NATURE OF THE RELATIONSHIP AMONG 
ISRAEL, THE WEST BANK/GAZA, AND JORDAN" WOULD BE DECIDED AT 
THE END OF FIVE YEARS. 

HE SAID THE BASIC DISAGREEMENT WITH OUR FORMULATION, LANGUAGE 
ASIDE, IS THAT THE GOI PROPOSES THAT NEGOTIATIONS TO THAT END 
BEGIN ONLY AFTER FIVE YEARS HAS ELAPSED, NOT DURING THE FIVE 
YEAR PERIOD. 

3. DAYAN ALSO STRESSED THAT GOI REFERENCE IN PARA II TO "THE 
PARTIES" SHOULD BE INTERPRETED AS FOLLOWS: EGYPT, ISRAEL, 

JORDAN, AND PALESTINAIN ARABS ARE THE APPROPRIATE PARTIES FOR 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS, OR AT MINIMUM EGYPT AND ISRAEL. HOWEVER, 
EGYPT WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE AN APPROPRIATE PARTY TO "PERMANENT 
RELATIONSHIP" GOVERNING WEST BANK AND GAZA. (I.E. NO RPT NO 
EGYPTIAN LONG-TERM INVOLVEMENT IN THOSE AREAS). 

4. 1 WILL SEE DAYAN MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 19, TO OBTAIN 
FURTHER INTERPRETATION OF VERY CAREFULLY CRAFTED CABINET DECISION. 
WE SHOULD BE CERTAIN WE HAVE FULLER UNDERSTANDING BEFORE 
MAKING ANY PUBLIC COMMENTS, SINCE SOME OF WHAT DAYAN TOLD ME 
REMAINED OBSUCRE. URGE THAT DEPARTMENT AWAIT MY FULLER REPORT ON 
MONDAY MEETING BEFORE 

RESPONDING TO INEVITABLE PRESS QUESTIONS. KNESSET WILL DEBATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 07675 190325Z 

CABINET DECISIONS MONDAY EVENING, AND DAYAN WILL SPEAK FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

5. TEXT OF CABINET DECISION, AS RELAYED BY DAYAN FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I. THE GOI CONSIDERS IT VITAL TO CONTINUE THE PEACE 
MAKING PROCESS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ITS NEIGHBORS. 

SECTION II. THE GOI AGREES THAT FIVE YEARS AFTER THE APPLICATION 
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTONOMY IN JUDEA, SAMARIA, AND THE GAZA 
DISTRICT, WHICH WILL COME INTO FORCE UPON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
PEACE, THE NATURE OF THE FUTURE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES 
WILL BE CONSIDERED AND AGREED UPON AT THE SUGGESTION OF ANY 
OF THE PARTIES. 

SECTION III. FOR THE PURPOSE OF REACHING AN AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES 
WILL CONDUCT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THEM, WITH THE PARTICIPATION 
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RESIDENTS OF JUDEA, 

SAMARIA, AND THE GAZA DISTRICT AS ELECTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTONOMY. 

LEWIS 
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